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ABSTRACT

The concept of food security emerged in the 1970s during discussions about international food problems amid the
global food crisis. During crises, food prices rise due to exporting countries withholding their exports for security and
strategic reasons. In the end, we will arrive at some conclusions and recommendations that can help address food
security crisis in the Arab world.

The food gap in Arab countries persists despite increased crop production due to various factors, including rapid
population growth, climate changes affecting crop production, challenges in the agricultural sector like funding
shortages, technology, and trained labor, and international trade restrictions on food products. Improving agricultural
productivity and infrastructure in Arab countries is of paramount importance for achieving food security. This requires
international cooperation, sustainable investments, and better distribution of agricultural production. It is also
important to preserve traditional agricultural knowledge and heritage. Factors influencing agricultural production and
the food gap in Arab countries include the development of necessary infrastructure, enhancing cooperation and
coordination between Arab countries in agriculture and trade, investing in agricultural education and training, and
utilizing agricultural resources such as land and water. However, many countries face challenges like water scarcity,
poor soil quality, and limited capacities, negatively impacting food security. The traditional concept of food security,
focusing on achieving self-sufficiency through local food production, differs from the definition of the Food and
Agriculture Organization, which emphasizes the balance between supply and demand. Economic transformations
make the latter definition more compatible.

Encouraging investment in agriculture, improving agricultural technologies, and providing necessary support to
farmers to enhance productivity and increase agricultural production are also essential. Furthermore, governments and
local communities should promote governance, community participation, and provide a conducive environment for
investment to achieve sustainable development, preserve natural resources, and achieve food security. Government
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efforts should focus on providing education and vocational training, improving health and nutrition for the population,
and helping them contribute to agricultural production and economic development.

Food security consists of four main components: food availability, food access, food utilization, and stability. Food
security also has multiple dimensions, including ethical, social, economic, and political dimensions. The ethical
dimension relates to the importance of food in human life, while the social dimension is influenced by population
control and social movements. The economic dimension encompasses various elements such as natural resources,
services, and industrial development. Finally, the political dimension involves the government's role in overseeing
policies and programs related to food security and development.

Arab countries should also work on enhancing regional and international cooperation and coordination in the field of
food security, exchanging experiences and successful practices in this field. To achieve these goals, Arab countries
must collaborate.
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